
Fores tr y or tree farming is a n o th e r important source of 

income t o many farmers in Wayne Co unty a nd the p o tential is 

unlimited. In 1961, forestry a nd its r e late d produ c ts pr o­

vided $128,605 income t o th e co unt y 1s f a rmers. This had in­

c r ease d t o $1,014,416 by 1966. Most f a rm ers have th e la nd 

and a sta nd of timber o n th em . A littl e e ff o r t and time o n 

th eir p a rt cou ld pr o du ce a reasonable return. Of course, 

forestry is a l o ng t e rm pr o p os iti o n, but a r e turn of five 

p e r ce nt on such an inv es tm e nt i s es t~mat e d t o be pos s ib l e by 

the N. C. F o r es t Service. 

In summary, ag ricultur e will co ntinu e t o d om inate the 

cou nt y 1s eco n omy . But in or d e r f or it t o maintain a sa ti s­

factory rate of grow th , more div e r s ifi ca ti o n o f c r o p s a n d 

pr o du c ts pr o du ce d mu s t b e initi a t e d thr o u g h o ut th e co u nt y. 

There is great p o t e nti a l in liv es t oc k produ c ti o n which shou ld 

be more th o r o ughl y e xpl oi t e d , The d e mand for mo r e f oo d will 

in c r ease at th e same rate as th e p o pul a ti o n in c reas es. Of 

e qu a l imp o rtan ce is e ffi c i ency in pr o du c ti o n me thod s , Th e 

cost o f pr o du c ti o n is rising du e t o th e cos t o f n ew ma c hines 

a nd increased lab o r wages . Therefore , wi se ma nagem e nt of 

farm o p e r ations will become more cr iti ca l , 

Howeve r, it should be poi nt e d ou t tha t div e rsifi ca ti o n of 

cro p s an d pr oducts pr o du ced has its limits . Ev ery individual 

farmer can n ot diversify i nt o every fi el d , Each 3ho uld se l ec t 

three or four, depending on farm 3i z e an d his ow n s kill s and 

c apabilities, different major cro p 3 or pr oducts an d s p ecia liz e 

to insure a year round, st a ble operation . 
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